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ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



JANUARY, 1845. 



COMMENCEMENT OF A NEW VOLUME. 

We begin a new volume under auspices more encouraging- than we had 
ventured to expect. The slender income of our Society had compelled us 
to curtail our expenses hy issuing the Advocate only once in two months, 
though we did this partly for the purpose of having the volume begin with 
the openirg of the year ; but, deeming it very desirable to keep the 
subject more constantly before the public, and finding a strong and urgent 
demand for more frequent issues, we resolved on trying our present plan as 
the most that we could safely attempt. We have now completed a volume 
in two years ; and the experiment, though not so successful as it would 
have been with more time to spend in editing it, and more coadjutors to 
extend its circulation, has still brought before the community a much larger, 
amount of information than in any two preceding years. 

We frankly confess, however, that the Advocate in its present form is 
not, and cannot be, such a periodical as our cause deserves ; but it is the 
best that our meagre resources will sustain, or allow us in prudence to 
attempt. We have long been desirous of having in this enterprise, two 
periodicals for different classes of readers — a large, able, elegant quarterly 
for the first minds in the community ; and a weekly paper for the million, 
with its facts and anecdotes, its brief, racy articles, and a prompt improve- 
ment of passing events for the furtherance of our cause. It would be much 
easier to furnish the matter requisite for both of these, than to combine, as 
we have attempted, enough to satisfy, in a moderate degree, such a variety, 
if not direct contrariety of tastes as we find among even our good friends. 
We have often been amused with this discrepancy of predilections. An 
article which delights one man, is frequently regarded by another with 
indifference, if not positive dislike. One reader insists on discussion ; while 
another is impatient to hear from agents, auxiliaries or correspondents, 
what is done for the cause, its formal operations. One wants long, able 
articles; another, short and pithy ones. One is eager for anecdotes, another 
for statistics, and a third for philosophical or scriptural argument. One 
wishes to hear more about the evils of war, another mainly about the 
possibility and the means of its abolition, another respecting the connexions 
of peace with the great moral movements of the day, while a fourth would 
fain have us harp incessantly on the utter contrariety of all war to the spirit 
and precepts of the gospel. Demands so inconsistent with themselves, t 
is of course vain to think of satisfying in any one publication ; but we 
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have endeavored, as we ever shall, to provide food for as great a variety of 
tastes as possible. 

We propose no essential change ; but, in the execution of our plan, we 
shall hope to enrich and enliven our pages by giving greater prominence to 
topics that have hitherto been either omitted or imperfectly discussed. We shall 
expect first, more correspondence, both domestic and foreign ; next, a fuller 
account of what is done in this cause, at home and abroad ; and finally, a 
special discussion of the great practical points, the hinges on which the 
whole cause turns before the public. We are engaged in plans for bring- 
ing the cause simultaneously before most of our rulers, and the entire mass 
of our people through the land ; and, if we succeed in either part of this 
project, we shall need to bring and keep before the public eye, the cardinal 
points of our cause. Here is a great specific work, sufficient to task the 
utmost energies of our friends for years ; and we earnestly solicit their 
co-operation, first in giving the Advocate a far wider circulation, and then 
in rendering us the pecuniary and personal aid indispensable to success. 



SIEGE OF GERONA. 

FROM THE LIFE OF LORD WELLINGTON. 

During the autumn of this year, the most heroic efforts were made by the 
Spaniards, in defence of Gerona, against the French under St. Cyr. 
Gerona is a city of Catalonia ; it is situate on the little river Onar, near to 
the spot where it falls into the Ter. It is of great antiquity (supposed to 
be the Gerrenda of the Romans,) and had been celebrated for more than 
one remarkable siege previous to the French investing it in this year. The 
city was protected by four forts upon the high ground above it ; its princi- 
pal defence was the citadel which is called the Monjuic, which commanded 
it from an eminence about sixty fathoms distant. This was a square fort 
240 yards in length on each side, with four bastions, and for out-works had 
the four towers of Saints Luis, Narcis, Daniel, and Juan. The garrison 
consisted of 3,400, commanded by Mariano Alvarez, and the inhabitants 
were in high spirits from their having twice driven back the assailants. 
Alvarez, who had no reasonable expectation of relief from without, gave 
every encouragement to the feelings of the citizens to defend their town to 
the last extremity. For this purpose he formed them into eight companies 
of 100 men each ; maids and matrons also enrolled themselves in an asso- 
ciation which they termed the company of St. Barbara, to perform whatever 
lay in their power, as their countrymen had done at Saragossa. Knowing 
full well, too, the influence which superstition has over the minds of a 
bigoted population, he encouraged the ceremony of investing St. Narcis 
(the patron saint of the Geronans) with the insignia of generalissimo of all 
the Spanish forces by sea and land. This was done with great pomp by 
the clergy, municipality, &c, on the following Sunday; the shrine of the 
saint in the church of St. Felix was opened, and a general's staff, sword 
and belt, all richly ornamented, were deposited by the relics of the chosen 
commander! This mummery created the most unbounded joy, and the 
excitement to the Spaniards was such, that it seemed as if " the glory of 
the Lord had descended and filled the church, manifesting that their devo- 
tion was approved and blessed of Heaven !" 

A proclamation was also issued by Alvarez, forbidding all persons from 
speaking of capitulation, on pain of immediate death, without exception of 
class, rank, or condition, and this was received both by the garrison and the 
people with acclamation. The city was closely invested by 18,000 French, 
under the immediate command of General Verdier, on the 6th of May, on 



